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                            Consistent Excellence
                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Perkins Coie Ranks Among Fortune’s “100 Best Companies to Work For®”  
                        

                        
                            For the 22nd consecutive year, Perkins Coie has been named one of Fortune’s “100 Best Companies to Work For”. Our firm’s success is directly tied to our inclusive workplace culture and our focus on exceptional client service.
                        

                    

                

            

        

        
            
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            LITIGATION TRENDS ON THE HORIZON 
                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Food and Consumer Packaged Goods Litigation—2023 Year in Review
                        

                        
                            In 2023, the CPG industry continued to face a meaningful threat of class-action activity, with continued filings against companies in the space. In this report, our authors cover legal trends in food and beverage, ESG, supplements, personal care products, Proposition 65, and more.

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Read the Report 
                                    
                                    
                                
                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

        
            
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Labor Law Updates
                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Labor Law Today—2023 Year in Review
                        

                        
                            Highlighting noteworthy developments from 2023, our authors cover the National Labor Relations Board and its general counsel’s employee-friendly actions. We explore summaries of influential decisions in 2023, unravel the notable increase in strike activity, and address the use of artificial intelligence in the workplace.
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                            Food and CPG Legal Trends—Q4 2023
                        

                        
                            In Q4 2023, the consumer packaged goods (CPG) industry continued to face a substantial threat of class-action activity, with continued filings against companies in the food, beverage, and personal care spaces. Recent months have also seen significant regulatory developments on both the federal and state levels.
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                            Corporate Transparency Act: What To Know and Expect
                        

                        
                            The Corporate Transparency Act (CTA), which is in effect as of January 1, 2024, implements significant revisions to the U.S. anti-money laundering/countering the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) compliance framework. It requires an estimated 30 million "reporting companies" to disclose to the federal government (and keep current) information and documentation about the entities' beneficial owners.
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                            A Perkins Coie team secured a significant legal victory over the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. The firm successfully represented a group of petroleum refineries in a matter implicating the EPA’s Renewable Fuel Standard.
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                                            Get Ready for the New York LLC Transparency Act
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        On March 1, 2024, New York Governor Kathy Hochul signed an amended version of the New York LLC Transparency Act (NYLTA), which was originally signed with provisions for amendments in December 2023.
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                                            Dietary Supplements: FDA Issues Draft Guidance on NDIN Master Files
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        On April 3, 2024, FDA published Draft Guidance titled New Dietary Ingredient Notification Master Files for Dietary Supplements (the Draft Guidance).
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                                            Office of Management and Budget Issues New Requirements for Federal Agencies’ Use of AI
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        The Office of Management and Budget (OMB), part of the Executive Office of the President, recently issued a memorandum (the Memorandum) containing requirements and recommendations for executive agencies regarding those agencies’ use of artificial intelligence (AI).
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                                            CAISO Releases Ambitious 2023-2024 Transmission Plan To Address State’s Climate Goals
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        California Independent System Operator (CAISO) released its draft 2023-2024 Transmission Plan (the 2023-2024 Plan) on April 1, 2024.
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                                            Los Angeles County Adopts New Background Check Requirements for Employers
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        Los Angeles County adopted a new Fair Chance Ordinance for Employers (the Ordinance) on February 27, 2024, which supplements California’s 2018 Fair Chance Act (located in California Government Code Section 12952 et. seq.).
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                                            Federal District Court Finds Corporate Transparency Act Unconstitutional: What Now?
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        On March 1, 2024, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Alabama held that the CTA was unconstitutional because it exceeds Congress’s enumerated powers.
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                                            USDA Issues Final Rule on Voluntary “Product of USA” Claims
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        On March 18, USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) published its Final Rule on Voluntary Labeling of FSIS-Regulated Products with U.S.-Origin Claims (Final Rule).
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                                            Floating Offshore Wind in the Gulf of Maine—BOEM Announces Next Steps Toward Development
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) announced on March 18, 2024, the identification of a final Wind Energy Area (WEA) of 2,000,902 acres for commercial leasing and potential development of floating wind on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) in the Gulf of Maine, offshore Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts.
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                                            Courts Revisit the Boundaries of “Adverse Employment Actions” Under Title VII
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        Courts continue to explore whether the threshold for actionable “adverse employment actions” under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 has been construed too narrowly.
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                                            North Carolina Sports Gambling Goes Live, Other States in Close Pursuit
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        North Carolina joined approximately 29 other states and became the most recent state with legal online sports betting on March 11, 2024.
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                                            Court Vacates National Labor Relations Board’s Joint Employer Rule 
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Texas vacated the National Labor Relations Board’s (the Board or NLRB) final rule addressing the standard under which two entities may be considered joint employers under the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA), on March 8, 2024.
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                                             The SEC’s Climate Disclosure Rule Has Arrived: Scope 3 Is Out—But What Is In?
                                        
                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        After nearly two years of public comments and deliberation, the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) adopted a Final Rule on Mandatory Climate Disclosures (Final Rule).
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                            Our Continuing Commitment to Diversity & Inclusion
                        
                    

                    
                        For decades, we have been intentional and consistent in our efforts to increase the diversity of our workforce and to advance the values of diversity and inclusion in the legal profession. Today, we are a far more diverse firm than ever before. We take pride in that diversity, and we see it as a core strength of our firm. It is key to our culture, our values, and our business strategy. It is fundamental to the way we connect with and serve our clients.

As we consider the Supreme Court decision limiting the consideration of race in university admissions, we re-affirm our commitment to building a more diverse and inclusive workplace and legal profession. Our methods for fulfilling that commitment may evolve over time as the legal landscape changes; our commitment will remain steadfast.
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                            Environmental, Social & Governance (ESG)
                        
                    

                    
                        Environmental, social, and governance (ESG) issues have long been fundamental to many of the world’s leading companies and asset managers. Today more than ever, corporate founders, executives, and boards of directors also recognize that a well-executed ESG strategy adds value, reduces risks, and builds a more informed and resilient organization. 
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                            Advancing Racial Equality—It All Starts With the Board
                        
                    

                    
                        The Black Boardroom Initiative aims to increase the number of Black executives on S&P 500 corporate boards to one in eight by 2028 and will initially focus on Washington state.
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                            Tune In for Lively Legal Podcasts
                        
                    

                    
                        Listen to Perkins Coie lawyers discuss a range of timely legal topics and interview renowned thought leaders for valuable insights. They address insurance coverage, labor and employment, virtual mediation, white-collar defense, and innovative patent strategies in our diverse podcast series.
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                            Our Blogs: Stay Informed of the Latest Legal Issues
                        
                    

                    
                        From developments related to virtual currencies and wage-and-hour issues to trends in food litigation and privacy and data security law, our blogs offer timely information and insights on a range of topics affecting businesses.
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